The title compound was obtained by samarium diiodide induced reaction of methyl 2-(2-hex-l-ynylbenzyl)-5-methyl-4-oxohexanoate in 76 % yield (purified by flash column chromatography on silica gel using a 17 :3 mixture of hexane and ethyl acetate, colourless crystals, mp 369 Κ -372 Κ, recrystallized from hexane/ethyl acetate) [1].
Discussion
The crystal structure proves the assumed trans configuration of the 6-methoxycarbonyl and the 8-hydroxy groups. The eight membered ring adopts a pseudo boat conformation with C7 in a bow position. Thus, rather short non bonding distances were recorded for C7-C4a (2.95 Ä) and C7-C10a (3.08 Ä). The deformation of the ring is reflected in an unusually large bond angle at C10. 
